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Reis, H. T., & Judd, C. M. (2014). Handbook of research methods in social and personality 
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Course Website 
https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/courses/1472694  
 
Course Outline 
 
Week Module Date Instructors Class Topic 

1 1 8/30 Kray & Schroeder Experimental Design 
2 1 9/6 Carney, Schroeder, & Jacoby-

Senghor 
Research Tools and 
Practices 

3 1 9/13 Carney & Jacoby-Senghor Conducting Experiments 
4  9/20 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
5  9/27 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
6  10/4 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
7  10/11 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
8  10/18 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
9  10/25 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
10  11/1 Xu & Sanchez De La Sierra (BPP) TBA 
11 2 11/8 Kray & Jacoby-Senghor  Group and Dyadic 

Designs 
12 2 11/15 Carney & Jacoby-Senghor Field Experiments/ 

Interventions/Studies 
13  11/22 THANKSGIVING – NO CLASS 
14 2 11/29 Kray & Schroeder Research Planning 
15  12/6 Kray, Carney, Schroeder, & Jacoby-

Senghor 
Wrap-Up 

  
Course Description 
 
The MORS-led part of this course will consist of two modules.  
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Module 1 will be Weeks 1-3. Module 1 will cover the fundamentals of good research practices, 
including an introduction to experiments (e.g., random assignment, identifying confounds, 
internal/external validity, power analysis). It will include a session on research tools including 
Turk Prime, Qualtrics, content coding, and reference management. We will discuss various study 
designs, overviewing the pitfalls and advantages of different types of designs. We will learn how 
to critique a body of research constructively.  
 
Module 2 will be Weeks 11-14. Module 2 will cover intricacies of group and dyadic research 
designs with some discussion of multi-level modeling. There will be a session on interventions 
particularly focused on field experiments. The research planning class will cover open science, 
pre-registrations, HARK-ing, and p-curves, among other topics.  
 
The class will end with final project presentations in the 15th week.  
 
Weekly Readings 
 
Each week will have a list of required (and sometimes optional) readings, which will be posted 
the week before the class on bCourses. Some of these readings will come from the course 
textbook; others will be posted as PDFs on bCourses for you to access. 
 
Article Critiques 
 
In addition to the weekly readings, on some dates, we may request you to constructively review 
an article for its methodological rigor. We will post the article the week before class for you to 
review. Please write a short review (no more than 1 page) to be submitted on bCourses. We will 
discuss your critiques in class. 
 
Class Research Project  
 
You will engage in a semester-long project as part of this class.  
 
Overview of project. In this project, you will propose a set of studies to test a research idea. The 
proposal should concern a piece of research that interests you but for which no paper yet exists 
(to your knowledge). Although you can replace the topic during the semester, it will be to your 
advantage to focus on a single topic throughout the semester. Therefore, please try to make the 
initial choice carefully. Throughout the semester, you will go through many steps in the research 
process, such as devising a set of predictions, operationalizing and defending your constructs, 
proposing a set of studies, writing an IRB protocol, workshopping your studies with faculty and 
peers, and writing a final paper.  
 
Assignment 1 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 2 
 
Determine your research question. What is/are your research question(s)? Your question needs 
to broad enough to be psychologically interesting and rich, but narrow and specific enough to be 
able to form a set of testable hypotheses that could fit into a single paper. For example, asking, 



“How do people make judgments about other people?” or “How do relationships form?” would 
be overly broad (as much of social psychology incorporates some aspect of these questions) but 
asking, “Do people infer that averting one’s eye gaze signals lying?” might be overly narrow. 
Your research question should allow you to focus on a particular set of prior research literature to 
test a series of predictions. 
 
Formalize your predictions. What are your predictions related to your research question(s)? 
Please formalize your predictions (H1, H2, etc.). In order to do this, you must operationalize and 
define your constructs of interest (i.e., at a minimum, your independent and dependent variables). 
You may choose, for instance, to design and validate a scale that can capture your construct of 
interest. Or you may rely on previously validated scales. Regardless, you must determine a way 
to reliably and validly measure your constructs. You must be able to know what set of 
phenomena would fit in the definition of your construct, and what set of phenomena would not 
fit in your definition. 
 
Assignment 2 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 3 
 
Note: These tasks are adapted from Greenwald’s 1994 Psychology 508 course syllabus: 
 
Create a title for your paper. Consider these suggestions in composing your title: Try to make 
it: a) short (preferably no more than 10 words), b) understandable without the reader having to 
read anything else (such as an accompanying abstract), c) communicate or suggest either a major 
likely conclusion of the research or a question that will be answered by the research, and d) 
capture what is important about the research. Consider also that the title is necessarily the first 
(and perhaps the only) part of a report that will be noticed and read. Its function therefore 
resembles that of a newspaper article. Like a headline, it should capture attention, draw interest, 
and communicate a major point.  
 
Create a 150-word abstract for your paper. 150 is not many words. In 150 words, an effective 
abstract should make clear what question is to be answered by the research and should present 
the main outlines of method used in the research. If you can also indicate an expected outcome 
and establish the basis for concluding that the research is important, you will have accomplished 
a great deal in 150 words. (Actually, you have more like 160 words, because you can use your 
title to do part of the work of communicating the problem, importance, etc. It is unnecessary to 
repeat in the abstract information that is in the title. That is, assume that the reader of the abstract 
will have just read the title.)  
 
Create a statement of significance. (Length limit: 300 words). As you will be able to see by 
examining journal articles, researchers often assume (rather than explain) the importance of their 
research problem. At the same time, a major reason for editorial rejections of manuscripts 
submitted to journals is that they do not seem important enough to warrant the journal space they 
would require. Your statement of significance should be written so that it will serve as the 
concluding portion of the completed proposal.  
 
Assignment 3 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 7 
 



Write an IRB Protocol. Please write and ideally also submit a CPHS IRB protocol. Note that 
you will need to have designed at least one study in order to submit your protocol. As part of this 
process, please also make sure to complete your CITI training.  
 
Assignment 4 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 11 
 
Design your studies. During the BPP-led classes, please design a set of studies that you believe 
could plausibly test your predictions. For the purpose of the assignment, please pretend that you 
have no limit to resources/money and your only goal is to make the studies as methodologically 
rigorous as you possibly can. You should include at least one observational study in your 
proposed set. The observational study could use archival data or you could consider collecting 
your own data online or from the lab or field.  
 
You must also include at least a few experimental studies in your proposed set. At least one 
experiment should identify the basic relationship that you are predicting (e.g., testing for a main 
effect). This experiment would likely include just a single manipulated factor, with two+ 
conditions. At least one other experiment must examine mechanism via moderation and/or 
mediation (could be in the same study but we recommend separate studies). Please try to design 
at least one within-subjects experiment and one between-subjects experiment, so that you can get 
experience with both types of designs. At least one of your proposed experiments should 
examine consequences of the predicted effect. Ideally this experiment will have a behavioral 
outcome (i.e., where you would plan to collect behavioral data or at least behavioral intentions). 
Finally, please ensure that at least one of your proposed experiments is not an online survey 
(could be lab or field data). 
  
When designing your studies, please explicitly consider the following:  

- How will you minimize potential confounds? 
- How will you ensure your manipulation is effective? 
- How will you minimize experimenter demand effects? 
- How will you address alternative explanations for your effects? 
- How will you handle selection bias? 
- How will you try to maximize both internal and external validity? 
- How will you achieve appropriate statistical power? 
- How will you know if your constructs/effects are reliable and consistent? 

 
Assignment 5 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 13 
 
Workshop your studies to improve them. By Week 13, please make sure to receive feedback 
by “workshopping” your proposed studies with at least one faculty member and at least one other 
student in the class. You will want to schedule at least a 30 minute meeting to discuss your 
studies and get feedback on each of them. You will learn how to incorporate feedback into your 
research. You are not required to implement everyone’s suggestions; just those that you think 
really improve your research. You must provide evidence that you workshopped your studies, by 
making a list of the changes you implemented and why. In addition, please make sure to provide 
feedback to at least one other student in class.  Please also submit the feedback you provided to 
your classmate(s). 



 
Assignment 6 for Class Research Project: Due in Week 15 
 
Final paper. Your final paper should have a title, abstract, and significance statement. It should 
contain an overview of your research idea, definitions of your constructs, and your formalized set 
of predictions. It could contain a cursory literature review. Next, you should write the detailed 
methods and predicted results sections for each of your proposed studies. Before the Methods 
and Results of each study, there should be a short introduction explaining the goal of the study. 
You are welcome and encouraged to collect preliminary data that tests one of your predictions – 
if you do this, please analyze your results and interpret them in your paper.  
 
Final presentations. You will present your final paper in the last week of class.  


